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Hello, my name is Brent Kynoch. I am the Managing Director of the Environmental Information 
Association or EIA. EIA is a membership organization that was founded in 1983 as the National 
Asbestos Council. We are a multi-disciplinary organization, meaning we represent every person and 
organization involved in asbestos abatement. 
 
EIA members are companies, organizations and persons involved in asbestos abatement and 
management in buildings and facilities. Our members include the entire vertical spectrum of persons 
involved in the abatement industry, including contractors, consultants, laboratories, training providers, 
regulators, equipment suppliers, owners and managers. 
 
I am delighted that EPA has found that many of the uses of asbestos have been deemed to exhibit an 
“unreasonable risk.” However, I have several concerns that I would like to bring forward for 
consideration. 
I want to let it be known that I am not specifically addressing the Charge Questions distributed by 
EPA, although my comments certainly will provide information to be considered for many of those 
questions.   
 
First, I have a concern that the requirements imposed by the court in the Safer Chemicals Healthy 
Families matter has not been addressed by EPA. It is my opinion that by merely submitting a 
supplement to the Risk Assessment for legacy uses and disposal of asbestos will not adequately 
address the exposures and concerns associated with materials that currently remain in buildings and 
facilities throughout the US. By not considering legacy exposures as an integral part of the current 
risk evaluation, it has narrowed the modeling and by EPA’s own admission, has undercounted both 
exposure and likely the mortality rates.  A "supplemental" document and risk evaluation will do 
nothing if it is not integrated into the entire risk modeling exercise, in my opinion. 
 
Second, and related to the issue surrounding legacy uses and exposures of asbestos, is EPA’s 
decision to use only chrysotile in its risk evaluation. It is my belief and has been documented in many 
studies that exposure to other forms of asbestos may, in fact, result in higher mortality rates than 
exposure to only chrysotile. 
 
Third, EPA’s decision to make a risk evaluation and ultimately a risk assessment based only on 
mortality rates relating to asbestos exposure and to not include incidences of cancer severely 
underestimates the risk associated with asbestos exposure. EPA has provided its reasoning for not 
including incidences of cancer in its risk evaluation, but I believe that should be re-considered.  
 
In the end, I am concerned that what EPA does here to estimate risk will be the template for all other 
US assessments and perhaps international ones as well. EPA has admittedly used methods and 
template that might underestimate the risk of asbestos related deaths. Since EPA is looked to as an 
authority on risk assessments, it is important that its methodology is fair - - not erring on the low side 
of asbestos exposure, asbestos cancer and asbestos deaths. 

 
Lastly, and most importantly is “What will EPA do now?” This draft Risk Assessment has determined 
that many of the uses of asbestos present an unreasonable risk. For this reason, EPA should move 
under the authority of TSCA to ban asbestos as soon as possible. I do not believe that the SNUR 
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enacted by EPA adequately protects persons from exposure to asbestos and ultimately to the risk of 
death from asbestos exposure. EPA has the authority to ban asbestos under TSCA. EPA has 
determined that most uses of asbestos present an unreasonable risk. EPA should move to finally ban 
asbestos, so that the United States can finally catch up to countries like Croatia, Bulgaria, Cyprus, 
the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Brazil that have finally banned asbestos.  


